Wder Horizons Shool

Every new challenge widens my horizons, strengthens my self-competence and heightens my enjoyment of discovery.

Histor

who were judges d the
Biogaphy Fair.

News fom the ofbce

IMPORTANT DATES:

Nov. 1 - Turn clocks back 1 hour
November 11 Veteran® Day

no school
November 16-20 National Education Week
November 24 Thanksgiving fast br
students
November 25-29 Thanksgiving
Break no school

PLEASE BE CAREFUL OF THE

DECORATIVE WALL IN FRONT
OF THE SCHOOL THIS IS THE

SECOND TIME SOMEONE HIT

IT.

Quote of the Week:

The object of teaching a dild is to
enable him to gé along without his

teacher.
Elbet Hubbard

Fedededede e NNt

FEvery great and commanding moment in the
annals of the world is the triumph of some

enthusiasm.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Thank you to all theparents

ical Bio-Story Day

ANNUAL WHS BIO-STORY FAIR

Thursday was a speal day a Wider
Horizons Shool, onethat is anticipsed from
the brst dgy of stool. Childen often decide
who they Owant to i@ long biere the
Biography Fair- now the Historical BioStory
Day which beter describes vhat we do.

The students have been practicing &
homeand a sdool or several weeks They
began with resarching facts on th@erson
they chose Depending on thelevel, they write
up a short storin pist gadeor do a compl
research pape with footnotes in high sieool.

Practicing in class gis all thestudats
the opportunity to larn about @t and eery
person esarched by othe students Even the
teachers commaet that they learn lots ofnew
things about famous historicalqye every
year.

When the big dgy arives and geryone
comes diessd in thar wondeful, creative
costums the excitement is geat. They cannot
wait until they can bein ther presentations

Thejudges hare a difbcult timegiving
what they se as a fair scerbecausealmost
everyonetries his or hebest. At last the
judges hare the chanceto se wondaful
children paform wondeful short historical
skits

The day culmindes with theparadeof
History up on our hill. TisO aegt day for all.

POWER OF TEACHERS IS LIBERATING
THE LEARNER
By Domenick J. Maglio PhD.!

A parent is the first and often the
most important teacher of the child.
Whenever the parents inadequately
nurture or label their child the
youngster gets more opportunities in
life to become whole. A child
interacting with significant others,
especially teachers, has the chance to
learn more effective and appropriate
ways to meet his needs.

Good parenting is not determined by
how eloquently the parent can opine
about child rearing but rather the
caliber of child they raise. In like
manner it is not about the self-
promoting or the specific knowledge
of the teacher, rather it is her ability
to positively impact the overall
academic, social, emotional and
spiritual functioning of the child. The
goal of both the parent and the
teacher should be the child’s
character, his productivity and
independence as a learner.

A successful teacher is a person who
is motivated to help each student
unlock her potential to be a life long
self-learner. Guiding a child to
develop her abilities and skills
needed to surmount the educational
obstacles sets her on the road of
competency. Other problems
confronted throughout her life will be
manageable directly due to the habits
and skills acquired in school. This
disciplined student has been liberated
from playing the role of being
helpless and dependent.
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PRESCHOOL
Ms. Thornton and Mrs. lannone

This week has ben a
beehive of creativity. Several works of
seasonakrt were made pumpking
spides and scagcrows In addition we
have been learning about themary ways
we can makamusic. V& have made
different beats and rlythms as wll as our
own instrumets On Monday we drew a
faceon our pumpkin, and on Jesdgy we
caned it into a jacke-lantern.
Wednesday we madepumpkin cookie
and on Thursdg we ate them all! A geat
time was had b all.

PRIMARY
Mrs lannoneand Mrs Korthas

TheBiogaphy Fair took placeon
Oct. 29. Wha a geat experiencd Thank
you all br all thehard work you put into
the preparation for thefair.

T he children were great. We learned
about theStaue of Liberty and
Cleopatra, ke Eisshower, George
Washington, and mapmary more.

The children did a geat job of
standing up and sp&ing niceand loud
about theperson thg pretended to be
Amazing storis!

This weekend have fun , besafe and
have a hapyy Halloween!

LOW ER
ELEMENTARY

Mrs. Gay and Mrs. Musselman

The Biogaphy Fair was a geat
learning experiencefor all of the
students After two weeks of classoom
practiceand maly hours of parent
involvement, the children had the
opportunity to shag their hard work with
their classmtes We heard from
explorers kings and quans presidents
scientists and a shgr-shoote named
Annie The children enjoyed theparade
and liked seing therest of the studat
body in historical dess

We returned to our stug of native
Americans with a eview of the
Northwest Coastal aa. A team of four
studets madea modé of a long house
canoe and a toten pole All of the
students ae working on pesenting a
potlatch. At a potlach there would food,
speches music, @mes and pesents
Our third grade studants will host the
cdebration with theseeond gade
students as thie guests We have been
busy making costunsegifts and rrusical
instruments Our potlach will takeplace
in November. It is pioving to bea
valualde handsen learning activity

Have a safeand hapy Halloween!

STUDENT NEWSLET TER
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UPPER ELEMENTARY

Mrs Gutierrez, Mrs Graham,
Mrs PRetters Mr. DeVore

The annual Biography Fair was a great success!
All of our students’ hard work on their research papers and
presentations sure paid off. We were very proud of all of
our students’ presentations. Thank you to all of the judges
who volunteered, we hope you enjoyed the presentations.

After much consideration, we have decided to put
more emphasis on vocabulary this quarter. Therefore, fourth
graders will begin to test not only on their spelling words,
but on the vocabulary usage of the words.

With the end of the Biography Fair, we will
resume our regular schedule next week. November’s
calendars will go out on Monday, November 2",

We would like to congratulate Asra Sami for being
the first student this year to complete Saxon Math 6/5. She
is currently working ahead of her fifth grade class in math.

JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH

Mrs Parks Mrs Bravo, Ms. Ramirez,
Mr. DeVore

Our classbom ejoyed learning about
thirty-four different peoplein histor. Whether it was King
Tut, Queen Isabdla, Winston Chuchill, or Mussolini,
everyonehad a geat time dressing up as tlrecharacte and
giving a spech in bist peson. Thesefairs ae very
important in teaching good ge contact, pojecting your
voice and beoming comptent in bang in front of people
and speking All of our collgestudets sa thar Public
Speaking class is a mieof cakeafte all theyears of doing
the fairs

After reading seeral different articles in thenewspape
about thelB program | had an inteseurgeto write about
our extraordinary daily pogram. Eweryday from pre-sool
up to theseaior high sbool we teach mannes moral
lessonstime managenent, and oganizdional skills This is
not a uniqueconcet, but onethat should besxpected for all
students

We expect each studet to work up to thér optimal
work level, not just theaveragework that is minimally due
daily We teach thelove of learning and r each child to
becomesdf-compeent. No- | did not s§ to have sdf-
conbdace mary studats as @l as adults hae a lot of séf-
conbdacewith very few skills to back up tlrework ethic.
We motivate each studat to becomesdf-compeent so heor
shecan beomesuccssful in collgelevel subjets Our

program is not justdr the dite of the studet body, it is a
challengeto all studats to accunilate theseskills though
learning tha a geat work ehic is ssatial.

Thesespeial classe(Honog AR or thelB programs)
and thér new ideas ae Onot so neO. Viler Horizons has
promoted this kind ofskill leel and curiculum for the past
twenty-se/en years

Our saviceis to makesuie each and every studet
graduaes with theskills neessay to besuccssful in collge
If studeats ae succesful aough in our daily cuiculum for
our dual erollment classe the are encourage to take
courses & PHCC. If oneof our studats gés a C in ay
given courseat PHCC they are pulled out of the college
level program.

We bdieve ary studat, not just theop 3% ofthe class
can larn theskills neessay to succed in collegeby
beginning arly- as ve sy in pre-sdool all thestudents
acquir a love of learning and verk is not sule a bad thing!

Have a geat weekend!

PRIMARY AFTER SCHOOL
Ms Wagne

T his week the children had fun plging a hideand sek
gameindoors We hid a plastic spideand sat children in
small goups to bPnd it. Outdoarwe played a lively gameof
Oskieton skéeton where® your bon€@O In crafts ewead
about various kinds omasksthen usel foam and scrap
materials to ceate uniquedesigns We also use facepaint
crayons to dsign ousdves

UPPER LEVEL AFTER SCHOOL

MsBennett

This week in afte school mary of the children use
homework timeas a timeo practicefor the Biog-aphy Fair.
It was \ery informative to all.

On the playground thechildren choseto play hideand
sek, tag dodgeball, and 6otball. They really enjoyed
themsdves plaing outsidesincethe weather wasras hot as
it had been a the beginning of the month.

In art, the children madeHalloween luminaries out of
soda cansTheir designs wre as uniqueas thechildren®
personalities

We wish eeryonea safeand hapy Halloween. Don®
forget to turn your clocks back 1 hour on MdlLst since
daylight saing timeends



continued fom fiont page

nAn effective teacher is more than her degrees, her specialization, her looks, her high self-esteem or her
ability to put on a “dog-and-pony show.” The ability to market themselves, their credentials and spouting of
educational babble has replaced the humility, common sense, dedication and loving firmness of successful
teachers. Too often teachers are being judged on their external credentials not on their inner dedicated spirit
and character to be the best role model and inspirational guide.

A true teacher has to have an inner calling to help others gain the joy of learning.! Often these people had difficulty
themselves with a demeaning teacher or a less than productive period in their school experience. They have a personal
desire to have students avoid the pain they experienced during their education. Helping students overcome the
problems they faced in the past is a great motivator for teachers.

A responsible teacher is genuine. The mutual respect between teachers and students develops a warm classroom
climate where questions are encouraged and adequately answered. This environment helps students develop the
insight and discipline to become self -learners. The teacher speaks to students as reasonable people and does not talk
down to them. The students are held accountable for their behavior and academics. Appropriate consequences are
given out equitably to maximize their progress. All work handed in to the teacher is carefully checked and marked to
have an accurate measure of their growth.

I' Tt is her ability to help each and every student be the best he or she can be that defines her as a teacher. A good
teacher is analogous to a good mother. It is not what they say; it is what they do when no one else knows. It is all the
little but important things that the child is taught.

The old adage that “my child taught me well” to be a good parent can be applied to teaching. The best teachers are
those who observe the lesson that each student teaches them. Each lesson learned by the teacher is another key that
will help unlock the problems of a similar student. The more insights students give them the greater insight they will
have in helping other students. !

I The most important evaluation of a teacher is not done by administrators completing another form, but by the
overall interaction with her students. It creates an evaluation that is most important to students and parents, the
teacher’s reputation. The accumulated stories of how a teacher has affected students’ academic, social or emotional
advancement build the reputation of the teacher: good or bad.

I' Our school administrators have to encourage teachers to develop their creativity and talents in the art of teaching. It
is not the impractical principles memorized in education courses but applying the principles taught to the teacher by
the students and other staff members.! The experienced teacher expands this knowledge that is learned in the
classroom, to become a great teacher.

I Teachers can no longer be seen as specialized technicians following the curriculum page, shaped and handed
down by bureaucratic administrators from up the ladder.

This approach is not inspiring creative energy, it is following a bureaucratic cookbook that does not account for the individual
differences of children.! It does document failure but does little to remediate the problem. This unworkable sterile approach to
teaching annihilates the enthusiasm of both the teacher and the learner.

Choosing people of good character and motivation along with the encouragement and support of administrative
personnel, they will become effective teachers. !In this positive environment, the focus on removing the student’s
learning difficulty occurs.

I As these teachers witness more and more students overcoming their self imposed limitations they will be on a
gratifying mission to unleash the potential of all their students. Authentic teaching is primarily a spiritual journey.




