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Every new challenge widens my horizons, strengthens my self-competence and heightens my enjoyment of discovery.

                                    Histor ical Bio-Story Day

ANNUAL WHS BIO-STORY FAIR
             

Thursday was a special day at Wider 
Horizons School, one that is anticipated from 
the Þrst day of school. Children often decide 
who they Òwant to beÓ long before the 
Biography Fair- now the Historical Bio-Story 
Day which better describes what we do.

The students have been practicing at 
home and at school for several weeks. They 
began with researching facts on the person 
they chose. Depending on the level, they write 
up a short story in Þrst grade or do a complete 
research paper with footnotes in high school.

Practicing in class gives all the students 
the opportunity to learn about each and every 
person researched by other students. Even the 
teachers comment that they learn lots of new 
things about famous historical people every 
year.

When the big day arrives and everyone 
comes dressed in their wonderful, creative  
costumes, the excitement is great. They cannot 
wait until they can begin their presentations.

The judges have a difÞcult time giving 
what they see as a fair score because almost 
everyone tries his or her best. At least the 
judges have the chance to see wonderful 
children perform wonderful short historical 
skits.

The day culminates with the parade of 
History up on our hill. TisÕ a great day for all.

 News from the ofÞce
IMPORTANT DATES:                                                               
Nov. 1 - Turn clocks back 1 hour
November 11 VeteranÕs Day
                       no school
November 16-20 National Education Week

November 24 Thanksgiving feast for 
students
November 25-29 Thanksgiving 
Break no school

PLEASE BE CAREFUL OF THE 
DECORATIVE WALL IN FRONT 
OF THE SCHOOL THIS IS THE 
SECOND TIME SOMEONE HIT 
IT .
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        Wider Horizons School

          Quote of  the Week:

      The object of teaching a child is to 

enable him to get along without his 
teacher.

Elbert Hubbard

***********

Every great and commanding moment in the 

annals of  the world is the triumph of  some 

enthusiasm.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

 POWER OF TEACHERS IS LIBERATING

                     THE LEARNER

             By Domenick J. Maglio PhD.! 

A parent is the first and often the 

most important teacher of the child. 

Whenever the parents inadequately 

nurture or label their child the 

youngster gets more opportunities in 

life to become whole. A child 

interacting with significant others, 

especially teachers, has the chance to 

learn more effective and appropriate 

ways to meet his needs.

Good parenting is not determined by 

how eloquently the parent can opine 

about child rearing but rather the 

caliber of child they raise. In like 

manner it is not about the self-

promoting or the specific knowledge 

of the teacher, rather it is her ability 

to positively impact the overall 

academic, social, emotional and 

spiritual functioning of the child. The 

goal of both the parent and the 

teacher should be the child’s 

character, his productivity and 

independence as a learner.

A successful teacher is a person who 

is motivated to help each student 

unlock her potential to be a life long 

self-learner. Guiding a child to 

develop her abilities and skills 

needed to surmount the educational 

obstacles sets her on the road of 

competency. Other problems 

confronted throughout her life will be 

manageable directly due to the habits 

and skills acquired in school. This 

disciplined student has been liberated 

from playing the role of being 

helpless and dependent.

 Thank you to all the parents

    who were judges at the  

           Biography Fair.
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       PRESCH OOL
M s. T hornton and M rs. I annone 

! This week has been a 
beehive of creativity. Several works of 
seasonal art were made: pumpkins, 
spiders, and scarecrows. In addition we 
have been learning about the many ways 
we can make music. We have made 
different beats and rhythms as well as our 
own instruments. On Monday we drew a 
face on our pumpkin, and on Tuesday we 
carved it into a jack-o-lantern. 
Wednesday we made pumpkin cookies 
and on Thursday we ate them all! A great 
time was had by all.

        PRI M A RY
Mrs. Iannone and Mrs. Korthas

The Biography Fair took place on 
Oct. 29. What a great experience! Thank 
you all for all the hard work you put into 
the preparation for the fair.

The children were great. We learned 
about the Statue of Liberty and 
Cleopatra, Ike Eisenhower, George 
Washington, and many, many more.

The children did a great job of 
standing up and speaking nice and loud 
about the person they pretended to be. 
Amazing stories!

This weekend have fun , be safe, and 
have a happy Halloween!
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LOW ER   
ELEM EN TA RY
M rs. Gay and M rs. M usselman

The Biography Fair was a great 
learning experience for all of the 
students. After two weeks of classroom 
practice and many hours of parent 
involvement, the children had the 
opportunity to share their hard work with 
their classmates. We heard from 
explorers, kings and queens, presidents, 
scientists, and a sharp-shooter named 
Annie. The children enjoyed the parade 
and liked seeing the rest of the student 
body in historical dress.

We returned to our study of native 
Americans with a review of the 
Northwest Coastal area. A team of four 
students made a model of a long house, 
canoes, and a totem pole. All of the 
students are working on presenting a 
potlatch. At a potlatch there would food, 
speeches, music, games, and presents. 
Our third grade students will host the 
celebration with the second grade 
students as their guests. We have been 
busy making costumes, gifts, and musical 
instruments. Our potlatch will take place 
in November. It is proving to be a 
valuable hands-on learning activity.

Have a safe and happy Halloween!
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 N EW SLET T ER
STUDENT NEWSLET TER
Editor:  Kingsley Barte

Farah Hubbard gets help from 
Mrs. Iannone on her Biography 
Fair presentation.

Daniel Bouchaib presents Abe 
Lincoln.

4th graders wait to present at the 
Bio Fair.

High schoolers wait to present at 
the Biography Fair
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U PPER ELEM EN TA RY
Mrs. Gutierrez, Mrs. Graham,
Mrs. Petters, Mr. DeVore 

 
The annual Biography Fair was a great success!  

All of our students’ hard work on their research papers and 
presentations sure paid off.   We were very proud of all of 
our students’ presentations.  Thank you to all of the judges 
who volunteered, we hope you enjoyed the presentations.

After much consideration, we have decided to put 
more emphasis on vocabulary this quarter.  Therefore, fourth 
graders will begin to test not only on their spelling words, 
but on the vocabulary usage of the words.  

With the end of the Biography Fair, we will 
resume our regular schedule next week.  November’s 
calendars will go out on Monday, November 2nd.

We would like to congratulate Asra Sami for being 
the first student this year to complete Saxon Math 6/5.  She 
is currently working ahead of her fifth grade class in math.

JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH
  Mrs. Parks, Mrs. Bravo, Ms. Ramirez,

Mr. DeVore
! Our classroom enjoyed learning about 

thirty-four different people in history. Whether it was King 
Tut, Queen Isabella, Winston Churchill, or Mussolini, 
everyone had a great time dressing up as their character and 
giving a speech in Þrst person. These fairs are very 
important in teaching good eye contact, projecting your 
voice, and becoming competent in being in front of people 
and speaking.  All of our college students say their Public 
Speaking class is a piece of cake after all the years of doing 
the fairs.

After reading several different articles in the newspaper 
about the IB program I had an intense urge to write about 
our extraordinary daily program. Everyday from pre-school 
up to the senior high school we teach manners, moral 
lessons, time management, and organizational skills. This is 
not a unique concept, but one that should be expected for all 
students.

We expect each student to work up to their optimal 
work level, not just the average work that is minimally due 
daily. We teach the love of learning and for each child to 
become self-competent. No- I did not say to have self-
conÞdence, many students as well as adults have a lot of self-
conÞdence with very few skills to back up their work ethic. 
We motivate each student to become self-competent so he or 
she can become successful in college level subjects. Our 

program is not just for the elite of the student body, it is a 
challenge to all students to accumulate these skills through 
learning that a great work ethic is essential.

These special classes (Honors, AP, or the IB programs) 
and their new ideas are Ònot so newÓ. Wider Horizons has 
promoted this kind of skill level and curriculum for the past 
twenty-seven years.

Our service is to make sure each and every student 
graduates with the skills necessary to be successful in college. 
If  students are successful enough in our daily curriculum for 
our dual enrollment classes they are encouraged to take 
courses at PHCC. If  one of our students gets a C in any 
given course at PHCC they are pulled out of the college 
level program.

We believe any student, not just the top 3% of the class, 
can learn the skills necessary to succeed in college by 
beginning early- as we say in pre-school all the students 
acquire a love of learning and work is not such a bad thing!

Have a great weekend!

PRIMAR Y AFTER SCHOOL
               Mrs Wagner
This week the children had fun playing a hide and seek 

game indoors. We hid a plastic spider and sent children in 
small groups to Þnd it. Outdoors we played a lively game of 
Òskeleton skeleton whereÕs your bone?Ó In crafts we read 
about various kinds of masks, then used foam and scrap 
materials to create unique designs. We also used face paint 
crayons to design ourselves.

UPPER LEVEL AFTER SCHOOL  
               Ms. Bennett
This week in after school many of the children used 

homework time as a time to practice for the Biography Fair. 
It was very informative to all. 

On the playground the children chose to play hide and 
seek, tag, dodge ball, and football. They really enjoyed 
themselves playing outside since the weather wasnÕt as hot as 
it had been at the beginning of the month.

In art, the children made Halloween luminaries out of 
soda cans. Their designs were as unique as the childrenÕs 
personalities.

We wish everyone a safe and happy Halloween. DonÕt 
forget to turn your clocks back 1 hour on Nov. 1st since 
daylight saving time ends.
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continued from front page

!!!!!An effective teacher is more than her degrees, her specialization, her looks, her high self-esteem or her 

ability to put on a “dog-and-pony show.” The ability to market themselves, their credentials and spouting of 

educational babble has replaced the humility, common sense, dedication and loving firmness of successful 

teachers. Too often teachers are being judged on their external credentials not on their inner dedicated spirit 

and character to be the best role model and inspirational guide. 

     A true teacher has to have an inner calling to help others gain the joy of learning.! Often these people had difficulty 

themselves with a demeaning teacher or a less than productive period in their school experience. They have a personal 

desire to have students avoid the pain they experienced during their education. Helping students overcome the 

problems they faced in the past is a great motivator for teachers. 

     A responsible teacher is genuine. The mutual respect between teachers and students develops a warm classroom 

climate where questions are encouraged and adequately answered. This environment helps students develop the 

insight and discipline to become self -learners. The teacher speaks to students as reasonable people and does not talk 

down to them. The students are held accountable for their behavior and academics. Appropriate consequences are 

given out equitably to maximize their progress. All work handed in to the teacher is carefully checked and marked to 

have an accurate measure of their growth.

!     It is her ability to help each and every student be the best he or she can be that defines her as a teacher. A good 

teacher is analogous to a good mother. It is not what they say; it is what they do when no one else knows. It is all the 

little but important things that the child is taught.

     The old adage that “my child taught me well” to be a good parent can be applied to teaching. The best teachers are 

those who observe the lesson that each student teaches them. Each lesson learned by the teacher is another key that 

will help unlock the problems of a similar student. The more insights students give them the greater insight they will 

have in helping other students. !

!    The most important evaluation of a teacher is not done by administrators completing another form, but by the 

overall interaction with her students. It creates an evaluation that is most important to students and parents, the 

teacher’s reputation. The accumulated stories of how a teacher has affected students’ academic, social or emotional 

advancement build the reputation of the teacher: good or bad.

!   Our school administrators have to encourage teachers to develop their creativity and talents in the art of teaching. It 

is not the impractical principles memorized in education courses but applying the principles taught to the teacher by 

the students and other staff members.! The experienced teacher expands this knowledge that is learned in the 

classroom, to become a great teacher.

!     Teachers can no longer be seen as specialized technicians following the curriculum page, shaped and handed 

down by bureaucratic administrators from up the ladder.

     This approach is not inspiring creative energy, it is following a bureaucratic cookbook that does not account for the individual 

differences of children.! It does document failure but does little to remediate the problem. This unworkable sterile approach to 

teaching annihilates the enthusiasm of both the teacher and the learner.

!    Choosing people of good character and motivation along with the encouragement and support of administrative 

personnel, they will become effective teachers. !In this positive environment, the focus on removing the student’s 

learning difficulty occurs.

!     As these teachers witness more and more students overcoming their self imposed limitations they will be on a 

gratifying mission to unleash the potential of all their students. Authentic teaching is primarily a spiritual journey.

!


