DATES TO REMEMBER:

12/19 Christmas Caroling at school
12/19 REPORT CARDS

12/22-1/5 Christmas Vacation

1/6 Return to School

BE SURE TO WATCH!

MIKE SCAGLIONI, our music teacher
will be appearing on

"A GRAMMY Celebration of Latin
Music" on Sunday, Dec, 28 for a star-
studded special presented by the Recording
Academy and CBS from 8-10pm.

Be sure to tune in.

Featuring Angela Aguilar, Andrea
Bocelli, Michael Bublé, Gloria
Estefan, Luis Fonsi, Carin Leon
and Nuno Bettencourt, Maren
Morris, Aymee Nuviola, Laura
Pausini, Prince Royce, Jon
Secada, Robin Thicke and

orianthi, The Warning with Billy
Idol and Steve Stevens, and the
cast of Broadway's Buena Vista
Social Club.
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Wider Horizons School

Students show off one of the many
holiday crafts they have created.
Making gifts for friends and family
is a big part of this holiday season

Primary II class makes

“snickerdoodle” clouds that were

CHILDREN ARE UNDER
ATTACK
By Domenick J. Maglio Ph. D

The dissolving of the extended
family has left children vulnerable
to evil. Children used to be
protected not only by their parents,
grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins,
siblings but also by their neighbors.
Adults and even youngsters were

- | taught by life experience and the

news of harmful incidents that took
place in the communities.

In our modern system of Internet
communication children have access
to news that is distorted by
television, news, and social media.
Hollywood moguls and corporations
are attempting to seduce people
including youngsters to purchase
what they are selling. These
messages are subliminal or overtly
presented by sophisticated
advertising campaigns. Much of it
often has a deviant social agenda
that attacks the moral values of
children. Moreover, kids can roam
the Internet not only for games but
searching for pornography, drugs,
suicide, pedophilia, and other
deviant behaviors.

Graphic accounts of sexual acts
portrayed on the screen often
become reality in many children’s
lives. Transgenders, sex trafficking,
homosexuality and abortion are
topics youngsters as young as four
witnesses with no adult supervision.

Continued on last page
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PRIMARY 1
Mrs. Wallace and Mrs. Tejeda

This week, we are feeling the
holiday season. Students are
making all sorts of holiday
decorations and are practicing the
songs for caroling on December
19th. Students are excited for the
annual PJ party this Friday,
December 12th.

In language, students are writing a
poem about Hanukkah, as it is the
first holiday this month. They
continue to read Bob books and
practice their spelling words.
Congratulations to the following
for trying hard and moving up
another Bob book: Ciel, Zoha,
Remington, Layla, and Henry.
Students learned new phonic
words and practiced finding the
missing vowel in a word.
Congratulations to Emmanuel for
passing his first spelling test.

In math, students are working
hard on their addition and
subtraction facts, while others are
challenging their minds on
counting to 100 and writing
numbers 1-100.

In science, students learned about
snails and how they live and eat.
Then the students got to create
their own crystal snowflake with a
little science.

In art, students are creating their
own gingerbread men after
reading a story about gingerbread
men. They are also creating their
own Christmas wreath and
holiday lights.

In sensorial, we are learning about
over/under. Students are also
learning about the large Hexagon
box, and many say it reminds
them of the triangle box. We also
started lessons on the geometric
solids.

PRIMARY 2
Miss Finnerty and Mrs. Nieves

This week in primary we
continued learning about the
holidays through books and
holiday/winter-themed works,

such as parts of Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer, arctic animals,
and the dreidel game. Students
continue to work hard on their
holiday crafts and ornaments.
They have also continued
practicing songs for caroling next
week. Families are encouraged to
come and enjoy the festive and
joyous singing on December 19th.

Spelling lists will resume after our
winter break. Students still utilize
spelling in their daily language
work, and we are playing spelling
games as a group such as
“Sparkle.” In the game, the
students must spell words one
letter per student at a time. This is
a fun way for them to practice
their spelling, and they enjoy
competing to be the last student
standing without making any
spelling errors.

Children are still expected to get
their academic work done daily in
addition to the fun holiday crafts
and activities. This week we got to
bake snickerdoodles together
because of all of the hard-work
students are doing.

We are looking forward to
tonight’s Pajama Party. We cannot
wait to make this memory with
them!

Have a fantastic weekend!

LOWER ELEMENTARY
Mrs. Urbanek, Mr. Garrand, and
Mrs. Morphew

Congratulations to Silas and
Nathan for moving up to the next
time tables. Congratulations to
Rylee for mastering her
subtraction facts 11-20.
Congratulations to Grace and
Ashley for moving up to mixed
time tables

The students are currently
working on states. States 1-10 are
in their homework folders. Please
do not take the states out of the
folder. This will prevent the
student from having to rewrite all
of the states again.

STUDENT EDITOR

Gia Betz

In spelling, the students had
verbal definitions. The students
also randomly picked cards for
their spelling words this week to
make it a mystery.

In math, the students are working
on geometry cards, applications,
and their booklets. They have been
learning about bar graphing and
how to read a graph and answer
questions.

In language, the students continue
to work from the tower. Second
grade is finishing up plurals and
learning about articles. Third
graders are working on
contractions, prefixes, and suffixes.

In history, the students are working
on the Northwest, California, and
the Great Plains. They also had a
lesson on the Southwest region.

In science, the students continue to
work on vertebrae animals. In
geography, some students are
working on the solar system. They
also had a lesson on state boxes.
There are three to four facts about
each state that they will learn. They
will draw the flag and state animal
as well.

In the afternoon, the students
enjoyed singing Christmas carols.
Next week will be our last yoga
class, and we will have P.E. outside
next quarter. The students will be
trying to beat their own best times
in different exercises; such as jump
ropes, sit-ups, pushups, and other
activities. We encourage them to
practice at home.

The students have been very busy
making different holiday crafts and
gifts to bring home next week. The
students have their Pajama Party
tonight. We thank all of the parents
who are bringing their child in, and
hope the parents will have an
enjoyable evening.

Have a safe weekend!



UPPER ELEMENTARY
Mrs. Gutierrez, Miss Bandini, and
Mrs. Russell

What a busy and productive week
for Upper Elementary! We
continued working on crafts for our
families and still managed to
complete our math sets, learn new
language concepts, and finish
projects in science, history, and
geography. Practicing Christmas
carols was also a big part of our
week as we prepared for the big
event on December 19th to welcome
the Christmas season.

The gifts for the Christmas Angels
were collected on Wednesday.
Thank you, parents, for your
generosity and participation! Your
kindness is sure to bring joy to
many foster children this Christmas.
Instead of a composition this week,
Upper Elementary students were
asked to write letters and create
holiday cards for the residents of
Salishan’s Vitality and Evergreen
Woods Nursing Homes. The junior
and high school students will visit
the home for caroling on
Wednesday. Students are
encouraged to wear something
festive that day.

Fourth grade students learned about
the many uses of commas this week.
They learned when to use them for
appositive phrases, lists, and direct
addresses. They also learned how to
avoid run-on sentences. They also
learned about the use of apostrophes
with singular and plural possessives.
They finished reading “The
Matchlock Gun” in class for their
book report as well.

Fifth graders were introduced to
different rooted plants. They are
cooking Yucca this week. In
geography, the fifth graders learned
about latitude and longitude by
researching on their computers. In
language they learned how to
recognize the different parts of
speech in a sentence or paragraph.

Sixth graders are learning about
reaction rates and the factors that
can increase or decrease them, such
as temperature, concentration,
surface area, and the presence of a
catalyst. In language, they are
completing the unit on adjectives
and learning to distinguish between
positive, comparative, and
superlative forms. Students have
also been very excited to read the
ancient Greek epic poems, Homer’s
The Iliad and The Odyssey. As part
of their study, they will be acting out
The Judgment of Paris for their
classmates. The remainder of the
reading will be completed during the
Christmas break.

HIGHSCHOOL
Mrs. Parks, Mrs. Youse, and Miss
Wheeler

This week has been another busy
one in the junior and senior high
room as we prepare for the end of
the second quarter and the holiday
vacation.

Math binders were due this week. If
students turned in a complete binder
with their lessons arranged in the
correct order, they will receive an
additional two points on their
quarter grade for their current math
class.

Today marked the official end of the
quarter. Report cards will be sent
home with students on Friday of
next week.

All children were given the
opportunity to participate in our
classroom Secret Santa this year. If
they opted in, they drew a name and
received that child’s questionnaire
detailing their likes and interests.
While we encourage them to craft
their gifts for their classmates, if
they choose to purchase their gift,
the maximum cost should be
twenty-five dollars. Gifts should be
wrapped or bagged and brought to
school by next Wednesday.

IN CASE OF A STORM OR STATE
OF EMERGENCY WHERE THERE
IS NO POWER - SCHOOL WILL BE
CLOSED UNTIL POWER IS

RESTORED

Thank you to everyone who donated
gifts for the foster children assigned
to our room this year. Because of
your generosity, these children will
have a Christmas to remember.

We have now reached the time of
year when we, as a class, begin to
prepare for the school Science Fair.
Today, students took home a packet
explaining the fair and outlining the
expectations for their projects. They
should fill out these papers with
their proposed project hypotheses
and turn them in by next Friday,
before we go on break, so that they
can begin preparing for the next
step, which will be due the week we
return to school.

AFTER SCHOOL
Mrs. Brewer and Mrs. Russell

During circle time, we read a book
titled “Don’t Throw That Away”.
The book was about what objects
we can recycle and reuse. For
example, paper, plastic, metal, and
glass can all be recycled. When we
recycle these objects, we can turn
them into something new. Even old
clothes that we do not wear anymore
can be turned into new costumes
and dresses, and boxes can be made
into cool toy cars. Learning about
recycling and reusing has never
been so much fun!

When we were outside, the children
sang “Here Comes Santa Claus” and
“Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer”.
Some students used the playground
equipment, while others were
collecting pine cones to paint. Once
inside, the older students worked on
their homework, while the rest
worked or played with an activity of
their choice.
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Few of these subjects are left to the imagination, although they are often presented as casual incidents with no negative
ramifications. These lewd actions end with no suffering on the part of the participants in the media.

Modern children are being robbed of their innocence, safety, and appropriate sexuality by incessant repetition of deviant
narratives. Modern children are more unprepared to understand the disturbing consequences of these acts than previous
generations. However, many of our elders: parents, educators, politicians, and religious leaders have abdicated their
responsibility. Our children are facing more complex issues with less parental instruction and direction than ever before.

Loved ones are not consulted by the child who has not developed a strong enough rapport to speak about their inadequacies
and fears. Instead, for advice they turn to anonymous strangers and get sucked into the web of group indoctrination. These
strangers have not dealt with their own difficulties. Although they pretend to be experts on the subject they have chosen. The
social gap between parents and children grows wider as their child seeks knowledge and advice from their newfound
disturbed group.

These naive children listen to group members who make their deviant and harmful actions appear glamorous. These
anonymous group members frame their cause as heroic. These confused and vulnerable children receive the attention they
seek from the group whose convoluted thinking convinces themselves they are victims. Many group members distort reality
making destructive decisions that lead to severe complications to already hysterical lives.

Once the seeker of acceptance become intrigued by group indoctrination, they go online to learn more. Whatever group the
child chooses he would describe as having found identity, support, and a home. The people in the group do not attempt to
solve their own inadequacies and confusion but join with others disillusioned souls to try to change the view of the general
population which is an impossible goal.

This distortion of reality happens not only with the child on the Internet but directly in modern families. Everyone is doing
their own thing. Many family members do not even eat meals together and if they do many are on their cellphones talking
with someone else. The lack of interpersonal interaction between parents and children are lost opportunities to teach common
sense and moral lessons. Every family is in their own Internet universe.

Often parents are too preoccupied or just not there to point out the dangers to certain children’s spontaneous decisions. There
is little parental participatory discussion (if you do this, probably this would be the outcome). Adult’s thought process is too
often not being taught to their offspring, although it is a primary function of parenting.

The 1960s cultural revolution’s once deviant ideas have become mainstream. What was traditionally considered as
“wholesome” is currently considered “lame.” A patriotic American is a Neanderthal and a believer in traditional moral values
is an enemy of the woke people. The patriarchal family passed on moral values but has been ridiculed and almost obliterated
leaving it nearly a relic of the past.

The United States culture must resuscitate the most important institution to raise our children: the family. In this modern
period, we need strong dedicated parents. We the people must bring back a strong patriarchal social unit.

Quelling the vicious attack on children is the function of parents. Of course, friends, teachers, and clergy have a huge social
responsibility to ensure that children are not being exposed to words and pictures that corrupt their innocence. Without a
doubt, the primary responsibility to keep the child on the straight and narrow belongs to the parents. In this electronic age it
is more challenging, but it can and has to be done for the child, family and ultimately the entire society.

Domenick Maglio, PhD. is a columnist carried by various newspapers and blogs, an author of several books and owner/
director of Wider Horizons School, a college prep program. Dr. Maglio is an author of weekly newspaper articles,
INVASION WITHIN and a recent book entitled, IN CHARGE PARENTING In a PC World. You can see many of Dr.
Maglio’s articles at www.drmaglioblogspot.com.



